President, in the Chair. II. Exhibition of Patients. 1. Dr J. M. Cotterill showed a case of talipes equino-varus cured by osteotomy.
The patient, a young woman, suffered so much pain from the deformity that she was unable to follow her occupation. The sole of foot could not be put to the ground, and the tendo Achillis was very much contracted. The tibialis anticus and posticus tendons, the plantar fascia and the tendon of the adductor pollicis were first divided, and splints were put on to bring the foot into the same straight line with the leg, but no attempt was made to bend it at the ankle. A fortnight later the cuboid and external cuneiform bones were removed, along with the thickened bursa lying over the cuboid, and the tendo Achillis was divided. This allowed the foot to be brought into very fair position. The subsequent treatment, consisting in the application of the weight and pulley, effected a complete cure.
The pressure made in this way was lighter than it would have been by splints and bandage, and the traction more efficient.
This was a mode of treatment which had not received the attention it deserved.
It could not be applied so easily in the cases of young children as in the adult, but it might be more often tried than it was. The patient could wear an ordinary boot and walk any moderate distance without trouble.
2. Dr 0. W. MacGillivray showed a case on whom he had operated for talipes equino-varus of the left foot. The patient, a boy set. 6, had come under his care about six months previously.
The deformity was very aggravated, tendons and fasciae being tense, and the bones of the foot considerably altered in shape and position, the boy walking on the thickened integuments over the dislocated cuboid. Tenotomy of all these tendons and fasciae was first performed, and the leg put up both in splints and plaster-of-Paris, but without any beneficial result after several months of treatment.
An incision was therefore made on the
